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www.rochdale.gov.uk  

Central Rochdale Area Forum  
Minutes - Thursday 29 November 2012 

at Wardleworth Community Centre 
Rochdale Township Office 01706 924908; email: rochdale.township@rochdale.gov.uk 

Present 
residents & 
community 
representatives 

Emily Bannister (Chair), Humayun Akhtar, Mohammed Azim, U Farooq, 
Yvonne Fitzpatrick, Ismael Gaffar, Abdul Hamied (KYP), Muhammad Hanif, 
Natalka Hewka, Leonard Hey, Franck Hunt, Haseeb Hussain, Karamat 
Hussain, Nadeem Hussain, Rafaqat Hussain, Sajid Hussain, Tariq Hussain, 
Madasar Iqbal, Abid Ali Kazmi, Atif Khan, Azmat Khan, Junaid Khan, Junaid 
Khan2, Khudadad Khan, Beryl Lloyd, Asad Mahmood, Kabir Mohammed (?), 
Tracie Powers, Shaheen Qureshi, N I Raja, June Schofield, Norma 
Sunderland, Victor Wilura, Nasreen Yasin, A Zayd. 
+ 1 unreadable name + 8 with no name left. 

Officers Stephen Granville, (Rochdale Township); Peter Maynard, (Strategic Housing); 
Lindsay Dunn (Environmental Management Enforcement Officer); Saqub 
Hussain, (Youth Service); Annmarie Lewis (Regenda); PCSO Louise Cleary, 
PC Jackie Butterworth (GM Police) 

Councillors Sultan Ali & Iftikhar Ahmed 

Apologies  Roger Hartley; Linzi Baxter (Sure Start), Liz Butler (Making Space) Khalda 
Manzoor (Rochdale Women’s Welfare); Simon Danczuk (MP). 

Introduction /  
Code of 
Conduct 

Officers from RMBC, Police and Regenda introduced themselves. The Chair 
noted apologies, outlined the Code of Conduct and thanked attendees. 

Previous 
minutes and 
matters arising 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true record. 
Matters Arising: 

a. New Fire Station 
Clarification - The Fire Station will be complete by the end of 2013! 

b. Youth United 
After the last Forum gave its support to the proposals, the matter went to 
Rochdale Township Committee, who approved funding. The youth activities 
on Friday evenings at Rochdale Leisure Centre have been very successful. 

GM Police  
Emergency 112 
Other  101  

Neighbourhood 
Office 0161 856 
9961 

PCSO Louise Cleary and PC Jackie Butterworth introduced themselves.  
Crime statistics: 
Crime in general is down, with reduced numbers of robberies, car crime, 
criminal damage and drugs offences. There has been a rise in robberies over 
the last period (from 9 to 16). Youths causing annoyance remains an issue in 
the Hamer area. 
Police Surgeries: 
There will be a surgery at Rochdale Leisure Centre on 18 December. 
PACTs: 
These are held the 3rd Tuesday of each month at the Police Station. The next 
PACT will be on 15 January. Pact Priorities: 

 Litter & Fly-tipping: GMP will work with RMBC Enforcement on this. 
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 Alley-gates: Residents not locking them. 
Town Centre: 
GMP have set up a blue box Police Shop and launched Operation Elf. 
Burglary Initiative: 
GMP have set up Operation Florus with leafleting and extra patrols. 

Q: You say lots of drug dealers have been sent down, but I still see plenty 
dealing – what can we do? 
A: There are more people who take the place of those arrested, but we 
mustn’t give up. Keep the information coming. 

Open Forum  Q: Attendance: There don’t seem to be many people from areas other than 
Wardleworth – what can we do to raise numbers? 
A: Stephen Granville pointed out that there are people present from Falinge 
Hill, Greenbank Road, Whitworth Road, Rugby Road and Hamer, but we 
always want better representation. Township Office has had a reduced 
budget for printed materials, and so we need to continue to explore other 
options for promotion and publicity. 
Action: Township Office to email details of meetings to community centres. 

Q: Website: I tried to find information on the web about the Forum, but could 
not find it – why is it so hard? 
A: Stephen Granville explained that the council is making changes to the 
layout and location of web pages, and that for a while there may be duplicated 
pages and shortcuts that no longer work. 

Q: Meeting location: Could you try moving the meeting to different venues to 
attract people from other areas? 
A: This has been tried with other Forums, but it causes uncertainty and 
breaks the continuity of reporting back to the same people that raised an 
issue. The Council also limits venues it will pay for to organisations it funds. 
Q: Rugby Road Street Lighting: When will the new lights go in on Rugby 
Road? 
A: As part of the scheme to replace all street lights in the Borough, E-on will 
replace all the concrete posts in Central Rochdale early next year. They will 
liaise with Ward Councillors to ensure the new locations meet local needs. 
The new lights will save energy and give a more effective and even level of 
light. 

Q: Heybrook School crossing drainage issues: The pavement near the 
crossing over Yorkshire Street gets flooded. The drains were cleared last time 
this was reported, but can you fix the dips in the pavement that form puddles 
that freeze over in winter? 
Action: Stephen Granville to report this to Highways. 

Q: Heybrook School Playing Fields: The playing fields do not get mown 
over summer. They used to be used for football – can we get them cut? We 
are willing to do it ourselves. 
A: RMBC’s Environmental Management used to cut the grass, but now it is 
down to the school. 
Action: Stephen Granville to speak with the school to negotiate a resolution, 
and use Ward Funds to support the scheme if necessary. 
Q: South Street kick-pitch lighting: Why have the lights been out on the 
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kick-pitches for years, despite us asking repeatedly for them to be fixed? 
A: Peter Maynard said that they were fixed some years ago, but someone 
had shot them out. Some young people offered to get together to look after 
the area and Tracie Powers of Falinge Hub offered to help. 

Q: Rugby Road / Taylor Street / St Patrick’s School parking: Parents 
picking kids up continue to park dangerously on the corner of Rugby Road 
and Taylor Street, despite the recent yellow lines. Can’t the Council or the 
Police do something? 
A: This is a problem experienced across most schools and there are no 
instant solutions. RMBC’s Civil Enforcement Officers have powers to enforce 
parking restrictions on areas with yellow lines. They have 40+ primary schools 
to patrol, and so cannot call every day at each site. The Police have powers 
to take action if vehicles are causing obstruction or hazards. 

Housing 
Renewal 
Programme – 
Wardleworth & 
Hamer 
 
Peter Maynard 
Strategic 
Housing 
926622 

1. Ramsay Street mural 
The famous mural artist is working on reinstating one of his works. 

2. “Get Me Toasty” Energy and Energy Advice Schemes: 
Peter Maynard again stressed that this scheme offers free cavity and loft 
insulation and is open to all in the Borough, but will not last forever. Get 
your applications in NOW. Peter Maynard outlined this scheme which is to 
help people cope with rising fuel prices. The Toastie insulation scheme is still 
going. Contact him for details. 

3. Bulwer Street empty plot  fly-tipping 
Peter Maynard has again had this plot cleaned up of tipping at a cost of over 
£3,000. Please use the local tip or collection service and report all fly-tippers. 

4. Alleyways on West Street / South Street 
These are in need of attention. 
Action: Peter to liaise with Stephen Granville to tackle this. 

5. New build houses 
Regenda is in the process of building new homes for rent on Belfield Road, 
Bulwer Street, Brunswick Street and Ramsay Street. 

6. Nelson Place 
Some units are still available – make an offer! 

7. Ramsay Street clearance 
The terrace near Arif Cash & Carry is due for demolition and surfacing as a 
car park for the business. 

8. Grants programme 
RMBC’s Cabinet will decide soon what funds are available on the basis of the 
government funding announcements expected soon. Peter Maynard will call a 
meeting early in the new year. There is likely to be only enough for people in 
severe hardship. 
Q: Will I have to wait another two years to get work done on my house? 
A: This is very likely. Peter Maynard said his service is having to let two more 
staff go, but hi team will continue to provide free professional advice to help 
people deal with builders with confidence. 

Environmental 
Quality 

Lindsay Dunn gave a brief report about the work of the Enforcement Officers 
in the area. Fly tipping remains a major issue. 
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Lindsay Dunn, 
Enforcement 
Officer, 
Environmental 
Management 
Contact Centre: 
Litter, bins, dog-
fouling etc. 
0845 226 1800 
 
Annmarie Lewis 
Regenda 
Neighbourhood 
Team 
01204 814543 
 

Q: Why have the charges for bulky waste collection been re-instated? 
A: Now that the Council has to save so much money, we have had to look at 
how effective the free collection was. When there were no charges tipping 
continued. You can still take your rubbish to the tip for free, and it is less than 
a mile away – there is no excuse. 

Q: Can we have more information on the services and penalties given? 
A: We have given out lots of information on services and served 15 on the 
spot fines in this ward in the last quarter. 

Q: What happened about the dumped tyres I reported on Ralph Street? 
A: We have identified this as a collection for a recycling operation – all the 
tyres at this and other sites have been removed. 

Annmarie Lewis announced a campaign that Regenda, the social housing 
provider is launching with RMBC’s Enforcement Officer, Strategic Housing, 
the Police, Township Office and others. Alongside the investment the 
organisation is making into providing new homes for rent in the area, it is 
seeking to improve environmental quality in the area and provide other 
assistance to local people. This may include advice on the welfare reforms 
being introduced from next year, waste collection and fly-tipping, empty 
houses, and activities for young people. The group aims to launch a public 
event early in the new year – look out for notices. It also plans to provide an 
interpreter service.  

Ward News  
KYP  
www.kyp.org  
630140 
 
CDF 
www.cdf.org.uk  
0207 833 1772 
 
Falinge Hub 
354447  
 
 
 
 
Whitworth Road 
Community 
Association 
 

Community First 
Abdul Hamied of KYP gave an update on this scheme, which provides grants 
of up to £2,500 to local voluntary groups. Contact KYP for details. A local 
voluntary group representative questioned the fairness of the application 
process. Another resident echoed these concerns, saying the recipients were 
too closely related to KYP itself. 
This is not a council fund – it is government money, and concerns should be 
reported to Community Development Foundation. 

Falinge Hub 
Tracie Powers outlined the centre’s bids for major funding to develop the Hub 
(near Dunelm). Plans are in place for expanding the facilities to incorporate 
work by other local organisations. The Gym has introduced a new £1 a 
session offer that is proving popular. Thanks to ward councillors this will soon 
include a children’s gym. The centre continues to provide employment and 
training support 

Whitworth Road Community Association 
June Schofield explained how WRCA from its small office at 151 Whitworth 
Road provides an advice service valued by many. It is currently struggling to 
raise the £5,000 a year needed just to keep going. 

Township / 
ward funds 

There was unanimous approval for focussing Ward Funds on tackling the 
environmental issues raised at all recent meetings. The meeting agreed that 
officers and members use some of the funds on a local campaign to work with 
the Regenda-led group on improving environmental quality. 

Next meeting 6.30pm Thursday 21 March 2013 at Wardleworth Community Centre 

 


